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L ondon is buzzing with options and can be 
daunting and overwhelming but be brave and 
explore the British capital. The city is filled with 

a good portion of cosy cool dining and shopping 
spots for the alternative traveller. 

Inevitably you will head to East London with the 
Underground or the Overground and get off at 
Shoreditch, Haggerston or Dalston to be more 
precise-the neighbourhoods of Londontown with 
the highest proportion of millennials in ripped 
jeans, mid-riff tops from Asos, or checked flannel 
shirts paired with beards thicker than Santa Claus’s.

Start with taking the Northern Line to Old 
Street and head east into hipster land. Although 
fairly commercialized and bankified these days, 
Shoreditch still manages to stand fairly tall in 
hipster heaven and houses some great stores with 
clothing from independent designers. At Ally 
Capellino you can find stylish bags and accessories 
designed for your urban lifestyle while a five-minute 
walk south you’ll arrive at Boxpark, a pop-up mall 
just next to Shoreditch High Street Overground 
station where you’ll find everything from watches 
and headphones to clothing and furniture. 

Hipster London Calling
This is London for the alternative traveller.  
By MADELAINE TRIEBE

Shoreditch is where millenials usually converge because of the array 
of independent establishments in the area. Top: Photo by Sven 
Loach Inset: Photo by Rob Schofield

The London borough 
where you find the 
most people cycling is 
Hackney. According 
to statistics, a little 
more than 15 percent 
of its residents are bike 
commuters. 

Did you 
know ?
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A little bit further southeast getting into the eclectic 
area of Brick Lane–the Bengali hotspot that’s 
turned arty and alternative–there are plenty of 
second hand gems, street art and galleries. Blitz 
London–Europe’s largest vintage shop where 
stylists and assistants from Dazed and Confused 
and Another Magazine pick up pieces for their 
editorials–is right up on the list of must-visits. Get 
your swag on with a mix of hand-selected threads 
from the groovy ‘60s to the minimalistic ‘90s and 
mashed-up 2000s and be stoked when you get your 
hands on those Levi cut-off shorts and ‘80s Versace-
look-a-like tights. 

If you’re getting peckish, that’s not a problem. 
This city loves food and has plenty to offer besides 
Spaghetti House and Yo! Sushi. For pig’s cheek with 
baked beans matched with a Mezcal Old Fashioned, 
Bistrotheque north of Bethnal Green Station is the 
place for you. Also offering their Fruits the Mare 
Street menu every Thursday at their Manchichi Bar 
you can get cracking on seafood and sip cocktails all 
night long.

Rochelle Canteen is what its name suggests, 
mainly a place where the creatives who work around 
the area come to have lunch, but with food far better 

Clockwise from top: 
From coffices (coffee 
shop offices) to 
watering holes, these 
hipster neighborhoods 
are home to anything 
arty and alternative. 
Photos by Sven Loach 
and Secret Pilgrim
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than your average job joint. Housed in a converted 
old school bike shed looking out onto a grassy 
playground at Arnold Circus and where you press 
the buzzer on a tiny door to enter, this hidden 
food nugget is a well-kept secret for outsiders. 
Serving daily menus filled with seasonal dishes 
Monday to Friday until 4:30 p.m. this place is not 
for the late diner–head here for breakfast, lunch or     
afternoon tea.

But not all things hipster are east of Old Street. 
Another cheeky neighbourhood pulling its neck 
out is Peckham in southeast London. Here you 
find The Nines–a well-hidden (no, it’s not just a 
cliché, it’s actually pretty hard to find) restaurant 
in a garage on Copeland Road portioning out 
European snacks like goat’s cheese dumplings and 
pork belly with quince. n

WHAT’S TRENDING
IN LONDON?
Markets are hot in London 
and are excellent places 
to devour delicacies in the 
sunshine (yes it doesn’t 
just rain, summers can 
be pretty epic) or have 
a browse through some 
second hand wear. Check 
out Broadway Market 
(Broadway Market, 
Saturdays 9 a.m.-5 p.m.), 
Sunday Up Market (Brick 
Lane, Sundays 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.) and Brixton Market 
(Brixton Station Road, 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-5 p.m.).  
There’s also Urban Food 
Fest for the late riser 
(162-167 Shoreditch High 
Street, Saturdays midday 
to midnight). 

UPCOMING EVENTS
June to August is prime 
time for festivals and food 
events in London. Shake 
your booty at R&B and 
hip-hop festival Lovebox, 
check out the DJs at 
Eastern Electrics, or pretend 
you’re in Cornwall with sand 
between your toes and 
nibbling on some fish and 
chips at York & Albany’s 
Beach Hut in Camden. 

MANILA

PAL flies between Manila and 
London four times weekly. For 
more information, call PAL 
reservations office at (+632) 855 
8888 or visit philippineairlines.com.

LONDON

GREAT BRITAIN

Top: Bikes are prevalently 
used as an alternative mode 
of travel. Below: More art to 
make a backdrop for your 
OOTDs. Photos by Ivan Lian 
and Sven Loach


